If she couldn't take more trouble about it, the quickest way .
seemed to be just to have a drink and be done with It.
I got the whisky out, but there weren't any glasses on die
table. I decided not to go out in the kitchen and get a glass
until I'd tossed a penny and it had come down heads three
times running.
It took a surprising number of tosses. Tails three times
came quite quickly, and heads twice; but never heads three
times. When it did turn up at last I went out into the kitchen
and got a glass and decided not to go back into the other room
until I'd got heads three times again.
It didn't take so long this time. I went back and sat down
and counted the number of letters on the label of the bottle,
and then the numbers of each letter. Then I squared the
number of each letter in my head and then squared the total,
I was still sitting there with the glass in my hand doing this
when Susan came in.
She stopped and said, u Oh, Sammy, darling ../*
! got up. My legs were very shaky. I chucked the glass
down in the grate and said, " Thanks for all your help," and
weat out. As I went down the stairs Susan came out on to the
landing and said, " Where are you going?" I didn't look back
or say anything.
It was blowing hard outside, and raining in the wind. I was
wet through with sweat, and the wind made me shiver. I
hesitated, and then started to walk towards Netting Hill Gate,
After about a hundred yards I heard somebody running
behind me. I turned round and saw Susaa.
She said, " I did try to ring up, but there's something wrong
with the line/'
I said childishly, " To hell with the line," and went on.
Susan kept beside me and said, "You haven't drunk any,
have you?"
"No," I said.  "I haven't drunk any,"
She made an odd noise and said, "Tell me where you're
going, Sammy."
I stopped and looked round and said, " I don't know."
"Woman?"
" Maybe/' I said I hadn't thought of it.
She hesitated and said, "Well, how about me?"
I thought for a bit and said, " All right. There's nothing
else in sight so I suppose you'll do. Come and have a drink/'
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